ECE 2 Objective 3.01
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Developmentally Appropriate Practice

Objective 3.01: 
· Understand developmentally appropriate practice and how to choose developmentally appropriate curriculum.

Essential Question: 
· What is developmentally appropriate practice?

1. Developmentally appropriate practice is based on the idea that children learn from play.

2. Developmentally appropriate practice emphasizes knowing children well:

· Their ages, abilities, and interests

· Strengths and weaknesses

· Cultural and social background
3. Early childhood curriculum includes:

· Activities, experiences, and interactions with others

· Materials, equipment, and arrangement of rooms, facilities, and spaces
4. Twenty guidelines endorsed by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) help ensure developmentally appropriate practice.  Guidelines are in question form and may be used as a checklist.  
5. Three basic characteristics of developmentally appropriate curriculum are:

· The curriculum is age-appropriate--- based on normal development within an age span

· The curriculum is appropriate for individuals---their rate of growth and their unique learning styles 

· The curriculum is based on respect for individual children

· The curriculum is socially and culturally appropriate
6. Basic components of early childhood curriculum are:

· Content that reflects the interests, needs, and experiences of children

· Process---Activities used so that learning takes places; schedule and/or calendar showing when learning takes place

· Context---why learning activities are chosen

· Teacher that observes and evaluates children’s developmental levels, creates the curriculum, plans activities, and provides materials
7. What approaches are used when planning curriculum?  

· Content- and process-centered approach---Based on children’s developmental needs and interests
· Projects approach---Children do in-depth investigations of specific topics

· Thematic approach---Curriculum activities based on a central topic or theme chosen by the teacher

· Emergent curriculum approach---Curriculum emerges from children’s interests and experiences
8. What questions should be considered when planning curriculum?

· Is the information/skill worth knowing/doing?
· Is the information/skill testable or measurable?
· Is the information/skill developmentally appropriate?

· Intended outcomes and objectives
· What are the desired outcomes?   
· What objectives and learning activities will help children reach these outcomes?
· Do these objectives support program goals? 
· Do these objectives allow children to use a variety of levels of thinking---remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, and create?

· Do activities support all domains of development (PLACES)?
· Are both structured and unstructured activities included?
· Are both indoor and outdoor activities included?
· Are both active and quiet activities included?
· At what rate do these children work?
· How do these children make decisions?
· What are the attention spans of these children?
· What are the learning styles of these children?

· Field-sensitive---like to work with others, assist, and follow models

· Field-independent---like to work on their own, try new things, be first

· Visual learners---depend on sense of sight for learning

· Auditory learners---learn best through hearing

· What are the multiple intelligences of these children?

· Bodily-kinesthetic---the ability to use the body or body parts

· Interpersonal---the ability to understand and relate with other people

· Naturalist---the ability to see differences among living things

· Musical---the ability to think in music, recognize and remember patterns

· Intrapersonal---the ability to understand oneself, one’s strengths and limitations

· Linguistic---the ability to use language to express and understand messages

· Logical-mathematical---the ability to understand systems and manipulate numbers

· Spatial---the ability to comprehend the world of space

